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1863.] mrs. sedswick's talk with my pupils. 573 

every reader will find many pieces, which, if less known, are of scarcely 
inferior excellence, and which he will be glad to possess in a form so 
convenient for constant use. We ought to add a word in praise of the 
typographical beauty of the volume, which is, without exception, one 
of the best specimens ever issued from the American press. In respect 
to paper, type, and binding it would not be easy to suggest any altera- 
tion for the better. 



13. — The Graver Thoughts of a Country Parson. By the Author of 
" The Recreations of a Country Parson," and " Leisure Hours in 
Town." Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1863. 16mo. pp.307. 

As every one will readily surmise from the title, "The Graver 
Thoughts of a Country Parson " consists of a selection from his ordi- 
nary pulpit discourses; and, in fact, the volume comprises sixteen 
sermons, with a preliminary essay, entitled " Sundays Long Ago," 
treating of Sunday in Scotland, and of the feeble and fading impres- 
sion often produced by the preacher's words. As a sermon-writer, Mr. 
Boyd impresses us much less favorably than as an essayist. His style 
is less simple and effective ; the thought is too often commonplace ; and 
the general treatment of his theme is seldom striking or original. It 
might not, perhaps, be fair to compare him with Robertson or Mar- 
tineau ; for all his writings show that he is deficient in the intellectual 
qualities which give so much interest and power to their printed dis- 
courses. We are inclined to think, however, that his sermons are fully 
equal to the average productions of many of the most celebrated preach- 
ers in the English Church at the present day ; but there are not many 
congregations in this country that would be content to sit long under 
preaching which is not more pointed and forceful. Mr. Boyd's 
" Graver Thoughts " are marked, indeed, by a deep and evident sin- 
cerity, and by a profound conviction of the importance of the truths 
which he enunciates ; but beyond this, their merits as a whole axe not 
of a high order. 

14. — A Talk with my Pupils. By Mrs. Charles Sedgwick. New 
York : Published and sold for the Author by John Hopper. 1863. 
12mo. pp. 235. 

Mrs. Sedgwick's reputation as a teacher of large experience and 
rare success will secure for this little volume a wide circle of readers, 
who will be amply repaid for the time given to its perusal. With no 
pretension to originality of thought or eloquence of expression, it is 
characterized throughout by great good sense, and by a special adapta- 



